St. Matthew’S

News and Views of the Parish of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Hillsborough, NC

December 2019

Christmas Services
Christmas Eve, December 24
4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant & Festive Eucharist
All children of the parish are invited to participate
in the telling of the Christmas Story.
Nursery Care Provided
9:00 p.m. Festive Eucharist
This service includes choral anthems,
congregational hymns, and works for organ.
Choir offerings include settings of “In dulci jubilo” and
“Ding dong! merrily on high,” Elizabeth Poston’s “Jesus
Christ, the apple tree,” John Rutter’s “Nativity Carol,”
and Stephen Cleobury’s arrangement of “Joys Seven.”
No Nursery Care Provided
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Christmas 1, December 29
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Christmas Lessons & Carols
Please note: No Education Programs at 9:15.

Let us join together and celebrate
The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth
being formally instituted and inducted
as Rector of St. Matthew’s
Tuesday, December 17, at 6:30 p.m.
A reception follows the service.
All are welcome.
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Waiting for the Word
Human beings are incomplete creations. Walking through town, resting at home, chatting over a
beer at the Wooden Nickel, we do so as incomplete, off-balance creatures seeking completion. Callie, the rectory cat, and the great oak trees who bend their limbs by the rectory window, and the birds flying south are
not like us — they reside in their completion as a home, and continually express it. They are resplendent in
their being in a way that we are not.
We are incomplete because God created us to find our completion only in relationship to himself. As
the great Jesuit Karl Rahner expressed it: we were created to be ‘Hearers of the Word’ – creatures whose
whole existence would orient towards God, and yet who would have to wait for God to speak in order to receive God. Only then can we find completion in loving response and surrender. We Hearers of the Word wait
on the very edge of creation, peering into the darkness of God and listening for God’s word.
Holy Advent is a time when everything in our church life invites us to such holy waiting, holy listening, holy admission of our incompleteness. We sit, we look, we wait for a God who desires to give more than
we ‘can either desire or deserve,’ as the Collect says. This ‘more’ that God gives will not be material prosperity. It will be loving accompaniment through the dark passages in life that frighten us. It will be a sense of
purpose in being called and sent by God with a discreet task. It will be a coming home to ourselves in selfacceptance that liberates us to live finally with more authenticity and more power to love. It will be a community that supports and cares for us as we lean towards our truth and into God.
I invite you to find a practical way this Advent to give time to such waiting for God. For the busy, this
will mean proactively scheduling time to do nothing, to pray and read, to mull through our lives, listening
for God. Yes: get out your iPhones, click the Calendar App, and schedule in a couple hour-long appointments with God in December. For the less busy, it may mean seeking out engagement and connection, working and serving others. For most of us, in the run-up to the holidays, we will have extra time with family and
children, often with the poignancy of recent losses of loved ones. There is perhaps nothing as powerful as the
innocence of children, or grief from loss, to orient us to God, seeking a Word to console, open, and direct
us. A blessed and holy Advent to each and every one of you.

St. Matthew’s Choir Pipes up
Advent Lesson & Carols
on December 8
The Adult Choir of St. Matthew’s invites you to its annual Advent Lessons &
Carols on Sunday afternoon, December 8,
at 5:00 p.m. Lessons appropriate for the season of Advent will alternate with congregational and choral carols, including “People,
look east,” “Comfort, comfort ye, my people,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,”
“The Angel Gabriel,” and a setting of
“Adam lay ybounden” by Peter Warlock.
The entire Parish, as well as the general public, is invited to attend this special seasonal
service.

Christmas Pageant
Follow the star as we journey
with the shepherds, the animals,
The Holy Family, and the Magi
in our annual Christmas Pageant!
Children of all ages are invited to help us retell the
story of Jesus’ birth at the 4pm service on Christmas Eve.
There are both speaking and non-speaking roles available
for any child who would like to participate. Please contact
Sonja Tilley at sonja.tilley@gmail.com to sign up. Rehearsals are scheduled for the following dates:



Sunday, December 15 at 12-1 pm – Rehearsal for
Speaking Parts Only in the Church
Sunday, December 22 at 12-1:30 pm – Dress Rehearsal for Everyone in the Church
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Family Faith Formation
St. Lucia’s Day, December 15
On Sunday, December 15, everyone is invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall
at 9:15 am to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Lucia. St. Lucia was a young
Christian who was martyred for her faith in 304 during the persecution by
Diocletian. Tradition says that Lucia, whose name means “light,” would secretly bring food to Christians hiding in the catacombs of Rome, often wearing candles on her head so she had both hands free to carry as much food as
possible while still being able to find her way through the darkness. Celebrated in Sweden and other northern European countries during the dark
days of winter, St. Lucia’s Day is also known as the Festival of Light and celebrates the coming of the light of Christ into the world. Please join us as we
gather in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am for a family-friendly worship service
as we join in some of the traditional festivities of St. Lucia’s Day.

Children's Choral Offering
Following Family Faith Formation on Sunday, December 15, the children will share a bit of our celebration
of St. Lucia’s Day, or the Festival of Lights, as they sing “This Little Light of Mine” at the start of the 10:30
am worship service. Children will walk over from the Fellowship Hall around 10 am for a brief rehearsal in
the church. Then they will sit with their leaders at the front of the church until they sing, which will be immediately after the opening hymn (in case you're unable to stay for the full service). Music offered by our
children is God's gift to the entire congregation for deepening our expressions of prayer and praise. It is also
an important opportunity for our children’s spiritual formation. We encourage everyone to participate.

Youth
December 8th: Join us in the Youth Room at 9:15am for Sunday School. We will have a semester review and
Christmas celebration. Come back for Youth Group in the evening from 5-7pm!
December 15th: Family Faith Formation for St. Lucia Day. Join us from 5pm-7pm for our Youth Christmas
Party. Details forthcoming.

Sunday Forums
Sunday Forums are held from 9:15-10:15 am in the Fellowship Hall (lower part of the Hayden Building).
 December 1 – “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus: Hymns of Advent” led by Sonja Tilley and David Arcus – Join
us as we take a closer look at some of the familiar – and perhaps not so familiar – hymns of the season of
preparation and expectation and reflect on the rich and varied themes of Advent.
 December 8 – “Waiting for the Word” led by the Rev. Robert Fruehwirth - Advent is a season of waiting,
waiting for Jesus, waiting for the Spirit, waiting for God to come anew into our lives. In this Sunday Forum, our Rector will explore how we wait for God and what happens when God comes to us, drawing on
the shocking, colorful, inspired example offered by a handful of saintly women and men from the Bible
to modern times.
 December 22 – All ages are invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall as we take time to simply be together
and share the joy of the season. We will have plenty of holiday treats on hand as well as the opportunity
to enjoy the company of your fellow parishioners.
The Adult Bible Study is studying the books of 1 & 2 Peter. This is a roundtable discussion and everyone is
invited to participate.
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As I Remember It
My earliest memories of Christmas Eve services were at the First Presbyterian Church in Wappingers
Falls, New York. I was always struck by how so many people would turn out at such an unseemly hour at the
height of winter’s wrath. When the church I served in Cleveland cancelled its Christmas Eve service on December 24, 1980, due to a severe snowstorm, I felt that we must have been letting down a throng of people;
such was the importance I attached to the service. But the Christmas Eve and Advent seasons that struck me
most were those in 1975 and 1976, all thanks to the work and dedication of Kathleen Funk Pearson.
Mrs. Pearson, as I called her, was my high school organ teacher and the individual who did more to spell
out the particulars of liturgically-appropriate church music. She encouraged me to sing at the late-night
Christmas Eve Eucharist at the church where she was Organist-Choir Director, Christ Episcopal Church in
my hometown of Poughkeepsie NY, in December 1975, my junior year in high school; after that I was completely spell-bound! I was delighted when she asked me to consider doing this again the following year. A 30minute Prelude of music for solo voices, choir, organ, and trumpets, preceded the official start of the service,
marked by an extended procession of “O Come, all ye faithful,” down one side aisle, up another, down a
third and up the central aisle, all the while singing verses of this carol that I hadn’t yet known. Again, this
church, about half again larger than the one in nearby Wappingers Falls, and it was completely packed
straight all the way through 1:00 a.m.!
Earlier in December of 1976, I experienced my first Advent Lessons & Carols, principally as organist for
the service. The first part was an Advent Procession, where the readings were offered at “stations,” alternating with music at times sung in place, at other times in procession. Over the years I came to appreciate the
significance of a procession in the sense of a journey or pilgrimage, reflected in the journeys the shepherds
and the magi made to visit the newborn Jesus. The second half was an offering of two moderate-sized multimovement works for choir and orchestra, which was my first experience playing an organ part called
“continuo,” which was entirely new to me. The pieces were Magnificat (attributed to NN Pergolesi) and Cantata 142, Uns ist ein Kind geboren, by J. S. Bach. I had not experienced such elation during the event, or exhaustion afterwards, and it was only Advent! I would come to encounter both works again in later years.
These events had a formative presence in my approach and preparation to Advent and Christmas. I suppose that, over time, I would eventually have come to understand the music suited to both seasons beyond
“O come, O come” and “O come, all ye faithful.” It was Mrs. Pearson’s tenacity (and, I daresay, trust in me)
that opened my eyes to the possibilities of this all important time in the church year, one filled with music,
wonder, amazement, and memory-packed opportunities. It is my prayer that someone’s eyes – especially
those of a young, budding church musician – will be likewise opened.
--David Arcus, Music Director & Organist

Altar Guild News: Church Decorating
December 20 at 12:30
We will be entering the season of Advent, and waiting for Christmas to arrive in the coming weeks.
What a joyful time it will be. This year Alice Moore has agreed to lead the church decorations with Jim and
me supporting her. We will be decorating the church on December 20th at 12:30. All are invited and welcomed to join us in this magical event.
Along with red poinsettias we are also looking for cut greenery such as magnolia leaves, cryptomeria, boxwood, holly with berries and ivy. If you are able to provide greenery, it would be wonderful if the greenery
can be rinsed and put into buckets of warm water. If this is not possible, please put greenery in a plastic bag,
sprinkle some water inside and tie tightly. Please also bring clippers and scissors and garden gloves.
Again, I want to thank Alice Moore and welcome all to join us on December 20th at 12:30.
--Kathy von St. Paul, Altar Guild Co-Chair
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Greetings from the NewComers Committee!
We recently had a pleasurable NewComer Social at the home of Katie & Lindsay Efland and welcomed
Charlie & Martha McCamy who have been visiting St. Matthew's.
Please be on the lookout for a second button holder which will be hung in the Fellowship Hall. Many
parishioners have been asking about this and we want to make your button storage as convenient as possible! We hope that both bags are situated to allow all of us easy access to our buttons as we arrive and depart from church services and activities.
Our thanks to all parishioners for being open and welcoming and for greeting your neighbor on Sunday morning! --Blythe & Jeff Thompson

Racial Justice and Reconciliation News
The RJR Task Force is now a committee! The vestry voted in October for this change and all are welcome
to get involved in this important work.
In October, St. Matthew’s hosted a workshop by the Racial Equity Institute. It was well-attended by St.
Matthew’s parishioners and members of the public from as far away as Asheville and Baltimore, MD. We
encourage everyone with an interest in the history of racism in the US to attend an REI workshop.
Plans for the next few months include showing the recent movie “If Beale Street Could Talk,” based on
the James Baldwin novel of the same name, on January 26th at 4:00 p.m. RJR will also be supporting the
march planned for MLK day in January, the Pauli Murray awards in February, and two Faith and Arts performances: a gospel choir in February and a one-man play in March written and performed by Mike Wylie,
based on Tim Tyson’s book, “Blood Done Sign My Name.”
--Jane Clunie

Please Note: The Shawl Ministry will not meet in December. See you at FeST!
Monthly Fellowship Group Breakfast
The Monthly Fellowship Group will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 19, to share favorite stories
of Christmas past. All are welcome. A buffet breakfast at $7.00 will be available, and fellowship will be
abundant. If you are planning to come, please be in touch with Jim Parsley, who orders the food!!
(jmaparsley@centurylink.net)

OCIM Beef Stew
Ingathering:
Sunday, December 1
Please be generous in your
gifts of food to OCIM, especially during this upcoming
holiday season.

Ladies Night Out
Cookie Swap
Tuesday, December 3
The Ladies Night Out Cookie Swap
will be held at the home of Carolyn
Carlson, 207 Bridge Street, Hillsborough. Hot soup and warm bread will
be offered for a light dinner; we ask
that attendees bring a plate of cookies along with recipe to share. If
there is a story that accompanies the cookies, please share that, too! All
leftover cookies can be donated to FeST, so bake generously. It all
begins at 7:00 p.m.; if you have any questions or need directions, contact Carolyn at 919-732-3927.
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People News
Thanks to:
 Charles Thomas and Bob Shelton for marking the graves of
veterans in our churchyard for Veteran’s Day
 Special thanks to Elaine Druesedow for making the communion bread for our All Souls’ service and the Zaccardi House Blessing; to Jehanne Gheith, Betty Wolfe and
Kathy & Jim von St. Paul for their extra support at the
All Souls’ service.
 those who have been working away to support our ANNUAL FeST
 Dylan Bedell and Tara Zychowicz for traveling as chaperones on the youth fall retreat; and to the Eflands for
being willing to loan a car that, in the end, wasn’t
needed
 Susan Alden and Sunny Poffenbarger for their faithful support of the Brookshire service and to Margaret Brill for
planning and leading it
 all youth for a successful cookie sale that raised over
$600 for the Be Loud! Sophie Foundation; to Sonja
Tilley, Tara Zychowicz, and Angela Jones for their help
and support.
Congratulations to:
 Nora Sauers confirmed by Bishop Samuel Rodman on
November 17; to Katie Efland, Todd Holland, Theresa
Kolb, and Robin Langford who were received; and to Ann
Burdette, Carolyn Carlson, Para Drake, Lindsay Efland,
Robert Fruehwirth, Scott Gordon, Kristi Holland, Kim Powell, and Jim Weaver who reaffirmed their faith.
Recent Hospitalizations:
 Mary Fox in rehab at Brookshire following a recent surgery
Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of October 2019 (83%)
Budget Expenses:
2019 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$62,716
$49,085
78%
Maint. & Improvements
$67,604
$56,749
84%
Clergy-related
$179,881
$125,917
70%
Administrative
$87,942
$70,746
80%
Christian Ed. Program
Worship-related
Expenses Total:

$45,365
$46,536
$490,044

Budget Income:
Plate/Gift Offerings Rec’d
Pledge Payments
Other
Income Total:

2019 Budget
$50,000
$427,617
$23,100
$500,717

$33,334
$37,356
$373,187
Total Received
$37,315
$332,412
$22,596
$392,323

73%
80%
76%
%
75%
78%
98%
78%

ANNUAL PLEDGE CAMPAIGN
UPDATE & CELEBRATION
St. Matthew’s, CONGRATULATIONS!! Because of your constant and
enthusiastic support, we have reached our
Pledge Goal of $425K … before Thanksgiving!! Thanks to all of you who have so generously and enthusiastically participated in
this year’s Annual Pledge Campaign. If you
still haven’t turned in a pledge, please consider doing so soon.
St. Matthew’s is blossoming under
Robert’s ministry and all stewardship contributions, whether of pledges, time, or
skill will help us to plan and begin the year
ahead. Any amount we receive over the
pledge goal will enable us to provide the
personnel and programs to build an even
richer community. It’s an exciting time to
be at St. Matthew’s and your gifts will help
make both new and long-cherished possibilities become realities as we move forward into a new and confident future.
Thank you for your constancy in support of this church we all hold so dear.
Pledge forms are always available on the
website, and pledges are always welcome.
WELL DONE, ST. MATTHEW’S!!
If you have any questions, please see any
member of the Vestry, Robert, Jeff Thompson
or Vera Shanley.

Christmas
Poinsettia
Donations
We welcome financial
contributions in any
amount to help with
the cost of decorating the church. If you
wish to make the donation in memory or
honor of someone, please provide that information with your donation by Monday,
December 16 to the church office.
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Christmas 1
29
8a Holy Eucharist
No 9:15 Education Hour
10:30a Christmas Lessons &
Carols
7p Women’s Singing Circle
30

23

5:30p Food for All
Gordon Carlson’s Team

Advent 4
22
8 & 10:30a Holy Eucharist
9:15 Education Hour
Noon Pageant Rehearsal

9

2

16
9a Communications
9:30a Archives & History
5p Poinsettia Donations due
6:30p Education for Ministry

9a Bishop Quiet Day
9:30a Archives & History
5:30p OCRA
6:30p Education for Ministry

9:30a Archives & History
6p Discernment Meeting
6:30p Education for Ministry

Mon

Advent 3
15
8 & 10:30a Holy Eucharist
9:15 Education Hour: FFF
Noon Pageant Rehearsal
5p Youth Group Christmas
Party
5p Newsletter deadline

Advent 2
8
8 & 10:30a Holy Eucharist
9:15 Education Hour
5p Youth Group
5p Advent Lessons & Carols

Advent 1 / OCIM
8 & 10:30a Holy Eucharist
9:15 Education Hour

Sun

7:30a Morning Silence

31






25

18

11

4

St Stephen,
Deacon & Martyr

Noon
Rehearsal

5:30p Social Ministries
7p Justice United

Thu

26

19

12

5

St John,
Apostle & Evangelist

27

20
12:30p Church decorating
8p
I’ll be Home for Christmas
with Michael Malone &
Andrea Edith Moore

13

6
9a—5p
FeST receiving baked goods

Fri

14

7

The Holy Innocents

28

St Thomas the Apostle 21
11a Adult Choir Rehearsal

9a Parish Life
11a Voice for Life

FeST
9a-3p

Sat

Coming Up in January
January 5: The Chili Cook-Off, Burning of the Greens, and King's Cake celebration is set for
Sunday, January 5th, beginning at 5:00 p.m. More info to come! Don't miss it!
January 6: An Epiphany Evensong On Monday, January 6 at 7:00 p.m.
January 26: RJR Movie: If Beale Street Could Talk

Christmas Day
10:30a Holy Eucharist

24

Christmas Eve
7:30a Morning Silence
4p Festive Eucharist and
Children’s Pageant
9p Festive Eucharist

10a Property Meeting
10a OCRA
Noon Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayers
7p Adult Choir

9:30a Staff Meeting
Noon Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayers
4p Brookshire Service
6p Finance Committee
7p Adult Choir

9:30a Staff Meeting
Noon Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayers
7p Adult Choir

17

10

3

Wed

7:30a Morning Silence
5:30p Food for All
Hugh Tilson’s Team
6:30p Celebration of New
Ministry for Robert

7:30a Morning Silence
7p Vestry

7:30a Morning Silence
7p Ladies Night Out

Tue
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FAX: 919-732-5457
E-MAIL:
welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org
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is written and distributed by
the Parish of St. Matthew’s and
is published monthly.
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December 15, 2019.
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Mary Rocap, 919-732-9308
stmatt1752@embarqmail.com







FeST
Saturday, December 7
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

