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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In the monastery, June was a month of feasts. It started with Pentecost, followed by Trinity Sunday. Then we
enjoyed two feasts from the Anglo-Catholic tradition: Corpus Christi, celebrating the Eucharist, and the feast
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, celebrating God’s love poured out through Jesus’ humanity. The month ended
with the triumphal Feast of Saints Peter and Paul,June 29.
This June finds us as a parish still socially distanced. Even as the state has begun to loosen restrictions, the
Diocese has established that in-person church activities are suspended through at least July 1. The Parish ReOpening Group is working with the Vestry to envision how we might go about our mission of being Jesus’
body in this place and time, when all the usual ways of being church are not possible or, under Diocesan restrictions, so grim as to be unappealing.
Here is the thing we must keep in mind: even when we can’t have the Eucharist or meet together, God’s care
and love is like a reservoir filled to the brim behind us, desiring to course through our offered humanity into
this world. This great desire of God to love each of us into more truth and deeper life is as urgent, as pressing, as ever. Our simple call as Christians is to allow God to do this work through us. How we can best offer
our parish to be a channel for this divine urgency is what we are discerning now, just like Peter and Paul had
to do after Pentecost and the New Way of Christianity began to emerge.
And there is something poignant for us, in our physically dispersed lives, in what the first disciples did after
Pentecost. When they received the Spirit, they did not stay together. They dispersed to take the Gospel to the
ends of the earth. Thomas went to India, John to Greece, Matthew to Italy, Thaddeus to Armenia, Peter to
Rome and Paul everywhere else. Some of them never again had that same fellowship in the Upper Room
that they enjoyed with Jesus and the inner circle of those first apostles. Yet even though they dispersed physically, they were united by the Spirit of Jesus animating them as parts of the single, breathing, still suffering
Body of Christ in the world.
I don’t want to minimize how hard it has been, how painful to lose our Sunday fellowship, like a hole at the
center of our church life. And it’s true that we can hope for some sharply limited return to in-person fellowship and prayer in the months to come.
And yet…and yet…I am wondering if maybe something creative might happen even now, something of the
Holy Spirit.
It sounds just a little off the wall, but dispersed like those first apostles into different places, unable to meet
together, what if each us were to regard our homes and families, our limited spheres of contact, as places
where we are to serve God. We can be little apostles, instruments of God’s grace and witnesses to the Gospel
where we are. This is, after all, our core mission, and the home is the start of our mission field and the arena
for the practice of our spiritual life. I call this HOMELY APOSTLESHIP.
What if our being Christian was something more — dare I write this?— like yoga, something we practiced
deeply and persistently in our homes out of the sincere desire to be channels of God’s grace and love for this
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world? What if we made daily times from prayer and meditation, reflection and reading in our homes our normative
Christian practice.
And just as yoga practitioners meet for classes, learning, and support, what if the limited contact with the parish that is
still possible was focused on providing inspiration, teaching, and communal support for this new way of homely
apostleship, of Church Reversed?
Alongside new forms of pastoral care and a holding of one another in spiritual friendships and small groups — so
needed at this time — we could focus on rejuvenating the daily practice of being Christian in our pandemic-limited
lives.
Writing these words, I am aware of my own long and often-erring attempt at responding to god. From my experience,
as I invite you into this new homely apostleship, I am inviting you to join me in an ever deepening journey into humility, renewed connection, and joy. How deep that goes! How it never ends! This journey is not a trivial thing, it entails the progressive healing of all that keeps us from sharing in God’s life together. But we can make this journey together and it is the one thing that makes human life sing like God made it to sing.
I am honored to be discerning with you the way forward for St. Matthew’s at this time. God is so richly with us, day by
day. I am grateful for each one of you in your individual gifts and lives.
With great affection, Robert+

Vestry Report
Wardens and Officers Chosen for 2020-2021
Your vestry held a virtual mini-retreat on the evening of April 21. The retreat is the time when the members of last
year’s class (Jane Clunie, Dale Games, and Beth Swain) officially retire and the newly elected members (Elizabeth Hays,
Steve Hutson, and Blythe Thompson) become voting members. We expressed great gratitude for the work of all during
this time of transition. It is also the time when the wardens and officers of the vestry are selected to serve for the coming year. I, Jehanne Gheith, will continue to serve as Senior Warden and Jim Charton will continue to serve as Junior
Warden. Dorothy Wood remains Treasurer and Susan Alden, Clerk. Both Treasurer and Clerk serve by appointment.
Vestry members have accepted assignments as liaisons to areas of parish ministry. The Senior Warden is charged
with monitoring the administration of the parish; the Junior Warden, the parish property; the Treasurer, the finances
of the parish; the Clerk, the record-keeping of the Vestry. Other liaisons are: Vera Shanley, Fellowship & Hospitality;
Maria Costello, Education; Blythe Thompson, Service to Others-Pastoral Care; Steve Hutson, Service to Others-Social Outreach; Sonja Tilley, Worship & Spiritual Practice; Elizabeth Hays, Holistic Stewardship; and Conrad Fulkerson, Faith and
Arts.
Before we had met Robert in person, I wrote last year: “this is a time of transition and all of us on the Vestry are so
looking forward to growing with you all into who we are yet to become. It is an honor and a joy to serve St. Matthew’s
as we move into a different kind of transition, change, possibility.” That is still true in this time of pandemic. I am
deeply impressed, St. Matthew’s, at how we are growing spiritually, growing stronger, and developing connections in
this time of physical separation, a kind of desert time.
One story: on Thursdays, I lead Compline on Zoom. The first week of worship during COVID the prayers were
mostly about health care workers, the second week, they were for people who had lost their jobs, the third week they
were for those we knew who are sick with the virus. All of those prayers continue, but many of the prayers in the last
few weeks have also been Thanksgivings for small and large gifts. That says so much about the people of St Matt’s and
how we are living into this time: not denying the difficult, but also able to see the glimmers.
In a time of such uncertainty, I am sure that with Robert and Lisa’s leadership, with a dedicated Vestry, and with
all of you, we will continue to build our connections with one another and with God. Please be in touch, we want to
know how you are doing so we can continue to do that well, we want to know the good, the bad, the ugly as we will be
physically separate for a while. We will gradually build towards being back together again, but need to learn to be together, to be church in this new way for some time. We are doing that well, St. Matthew’s and I am grateful and honored to be working with you.
With love, joy, sorrow, and listening ears, --Jehanne Gheith, Senior Warden
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Christian Formation for Children and Youth at St. Matthew’s
Thank You Sunday School Teachers!
What. A. Year.
You, St. Matthew’s Sunday school teachers are incredible beyond compare. This has been a whirlwind of a year with a
lot of transitions and now, an unforeseen global pandemic. We’re in this together. I am so grateful to all of you for
your leadership, your attention and care, your creativity, your endurance, your deep faith, and the many ways you have
walked alongside the young people of our parish this year! Formation at St. Matthew’s would not happen without each
and every one of you. Thank you for welcoming me with such grace and hospitality. I feel so lucky not only to have a
job that is enjoyable but that I get such amazing co-workers in you all.
With love and gratitude,
Kim Powell
Some Highlights from this Year:
 Blessing of Animals on St. Francis’ Feast Day in October
 December’s St. Lucia Family Faith Formation for which Sonja wrote a Godly Play style story
 Epiphany Chili and Bonfire with Carols
 Secret Pals in February
 Harriet Tubman Family Faith Formation
 The completion and ability to move into our new education building!
 Godly Play on Zoom
Our Teachers:
 Godly Play: Sarah & Dominic Tiani, Giada Tiani, Tara Zychowicz, Bonnie Morton, Patrick & Heath Cummings, Rebecca
& Nick Gallegly, Aurora Toennisson, Sonja Tilley, Jane Fruehwirth, Robb & Sarah Smylie
 Zoom Godly Play Storyteller: Aurora Toennisson
 Growing in Christ: Kelly & Jeff Hopper, Angela Jones, Mitchell Moehring, Angela & Jeff Denhard, Rebecca & Nick Gallegly
 Children’s Singing: Kelly Hopper and Angela Jones
 Family Faith Formation: Rebecca & Nick Gallegly, Robb & Sarah Smylie, Jane Fruehwirth, Sonja Tilley
 Youth Sunday School: Anne Kenyon, Para Drake, Chris Peterson
 Nursery: Jane Fischer
 Nursery Liaisons: Patrick & Heather Cummings
The Education Building
We are in the midst of moving the Godly Play classroom and wanted to share a picture by way of an update. We are slowly moving everything with masks and social distance, and are very excited about our new space! Stay tuned for more in the near future.

The Youth Service
Youth Service
Our Youth Service will be on June 7th at 9am! All youth should arrive on Zoom at
8:30am for our final check and a brief time of prayer.

Signs of the Spirit Alive at St. Matthew’s
A few weeks ago, Lisa+ in her sermon invited parishioners to send images or videos of things in their life that was a
sign of the Holy Spirit alive in their midst. We then compiled them into a short video set to Mary Rocap’s beautiful
song “Earth is filled with Heaven.” Sung by Mary with the St. Matthew’s Women’s Singing Circle from their CD
“Homecoming”; Stephen Smith, piano. Click the link below to watch the video.
https://youtu.be/t9obbcl6isw
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Engaging Changes and Transitions: St. Matthew’s, 1945-1990
The Spring Heritage Series for 2020, planned by the Parish Archives & History Committee, was originally scheduled for the Sunday Forums on April 26 and May 3. In lieu of those presentations, please see the Parish website
at: https://stmatthewshillsborough.dionc.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3203393
2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII. The postwar era was one of rapid social change that posed
opportunities and challenges for St. Matthew’s, the wider Episcopal Church, and the nation at large. This study focuses
on some of the people and events that brought St. Matthew’s through those transitional years to begin to form a more
fully engaged and inclusive community. Don't miss these reflections on this important part of St. Matthew’s story!
In his posted paper, Allen Cronenberg relates the wartime service of Elizabeth Collins (1912-2002) and Peggy Trull
(1919-2011), who returned to St. Matthew’s and would later serve as the first woman on the Vestry and the first woman Senior Warden, respectively. Their stories are part of a larger sequence of events at St. Matthew’s and in the national church that called for faithful attention.
All are invited to respond to Allen’s paper with remembrances of “Boo” and Peggy and reflections on changes in
Hillsborough and at St. Matthew’s that would transform the small postwar congregation led by a few local families to
one more representative of the wider community and poised to engage further in social ministries. Please send responses to the Parish Archives and History Committee’s email address (saintmatthewsarchives@gmail.com). We will compile
the remarks to add to the parish website in mid-June.
--Elaine Druesedow, for the Parish Archives & History Committee
Our New Summer Duke Divinity School Interns: David Nichols and Amy Peterson
My name is David Nichols and I am finishing up my first year at Duke Divinity School as a Master of
Divinity student. My wife and I moved to Durham this past summer from Nashville, TN, where she
was finishing her residency in Emergency Medicine and I was working as a civil engineer. I was born
in Salisbury, NC, and grew up in a very small town in South Carolina. I attended Clemson University
and majored in civil engineering, and my wife and I met at the Lutheran Campus Ministry there. I
graduated in 2011 and worked as an engineer here in the Triangle, in Greenville, SC, and finally in
Nashville before switching gears and coming to Duke Divinity. We have joined the Episcopal Church
since leaving college, and I am in the early stages of the ordination process through Christ Church
Cathedral in Nashville, which is in the Diocese of Tennessee. We love living in the Triangle, and I also enjoy reading,
cooking, being outdoors (hiking, sailing when I can), and sports, particularly soccer and baseball these days. I am very
excited about being assigned to St. Matthew’s in beautiful Hillsborough this summer and look forward to serving with
y’all!
And from Amy Peterson: I grew up the eldest of five children in a conservative evangelical
family in the south. As a very young child, I "accepted Jesus into my heart," and my homeschooled
childhood involved lots of Bible memorization and time at church, both blessings I am grateful
for in adulthood. I was very involved in leadership at my megachurch youth group and in my private Christian high school in Little Rock, AR; similarly, during my undergraduate years at Texas
A&M.
After college, I started an intensive MA in Intercultural Studies through Wheaton, and moved
to Southeast Asia as a Christian English teacher. During my first year in Vietnam, I witnessed a
small church begin to form where none had been. But being a Christian in Vietnam is complicated, and after one year, I was barred from returning to that country. I spent a year in Cambodia,
and struggled with my understanding of God's providence and love, ultimately understanding on a heart-level for the
first time what God's love and grace meant for my identity and calling.
I met my husband, Jack, in Southeast Asia, and we were married a year after returning back to the States. Early in
our marriage, we spent three years at house managers for an intentional Christian community of international students in Seattle. From 2010-2019, we lived in Upland, Indiana, working at Taylor University. During these years, I
began writing regularly, and published my first book; I worked with the Honors program at Taylor and taught as an
adjunct; I completed an MFA in Creative Writing; and I wrote my second book. Then, in 2018, through I began to
explore a call to ordination in the Episcopal church. When God opened several doors in surprising ways this felt like
confirmation of the direction my life was the take next.
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Faith & Arts: Mary Rocap Passing the Baton
Dear folks at St. Matt’s,
I have some news to pass on to you about my role in the Faith and Arts at St. Matthew’s.
Although I declared my intention to resign from the position of Coordinator of Faith & Arts last November, beyond the staff, vestry, and committee member, this information was not widely known. The
plan was to continue through May. It seemed like a lengthy enough transition at the time, but the holidays,
the New Year, and now this corona virus have come about and all of a sudden May 31 is here. It is still the
plan: May 31 will be the day I complete my tenure. The good news is that Kim Powell is uniquely placed to
take up the reins, take up the baton as it were. She is already on staff and she has a keen interest in faith
and arts, having done much of her master’s work on that very subject.
I am proud of what has been accomplished since I shared my vision of supporting artists whose work is
informed by their faith; using the sacred space of our church as the setting for performance; and inviting
St. Matthew’s parishioners and the wider community to come and be inspired. I had no idea how far this
would go. I am especially grateful that this idea fell on the fertile imaginations of Brooks Graebner, Megan
Whitted, and Lisa Frost-Phillips who helped it grow and mature. I am thankful as well to the committee
which formed around the endeavor and came together with enthusiasm, constancy, and support. Thank
you Helen Conrad for being its longest serving Chair (five years) and miriam cooke, for serving as its Chair
now. Thank you committee members, especially our current ones: David Arcus, Bartow Culp, Conrad Fulkerson, Elizabeth Matheson, Holden Richards, Vera Shanley, and Phyllis Wright for all you have done. Thank you
Angels for your financial support these last couple of years. Yea us, we did a good job and we did it together.
I have loved thinking about possible performers, contacting and interacting with the artists, writing
and delivering the introductions, ringing the bell, lighting the candles; imagining what might be possible
and then being there when it happened.
I love the arty and faithful people that make St. Matthew’s, St. Matthew’s and I wish Kim, miriam, and
the committee many more years of exploring the intersection of faith and art.
Carry on!! Mary Rocap
And a Letter of Introduction from Kim:
I am really excited to begin as Faith and Arts Coordinator this summer (although Mary Rocap is a
tough act to follow)! I just wanted to share a little bit of my background with faith and art:
I grew up in an artistic household. My brother played percussion instruments, my mother was an organist and artist, and I was an avid reader of literature, chorister, and heavily involved in musical theatre.
Faith and Art have both been bedrocks of my life since I was a child. While at Duke Divinity, I got wind of
a “Theology and Arts” certificate that had just been established through DITA (Duke Initiatives in Theology and the Arts) and immediately signed up for the certificate, dedicating the second half of my divinity
degree to courses on faith and literature (focusing my research on Chaucer and Tolkien); Iconography; theology and music; and Harry Potter. I had always personally connected Faith with Art and Art with Faith
(how could a lover of Harry Potter and Tolkien not??) but to have the opportunity to focus my academic
research in these areas was an incredible gift. I am excited and honored to continue exploring and being
inspired by the intersection of faith and art in the context of St. Matthew’s and Hillsborough!
--Kim Powell
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People News
Thanks to:
 Frost-Phillips, Kim Powell, and Dorothy Wood for recording stories for our
weekly story time for children.
 all of those who have helped with our Sunday zoom services, especially our
readers and responders
 Betty Wolfe for leading her Friday program, “Awareness Through Movement” through zoom for any who would like to participate; and to the Rev.
Amy Huacani and Margaret Brill for leading the Wednesday’s “For Those
Who Live Alone”
 all leaders of weekday compline: Kim Powell, David Arcus, Lisa Frost-Phillips,
Jehanne Gheith, Betty Wolfe, and Para Drake
 our faithful teams of Food For All and OCRA and for all the donations of
beef stew for OCIM and for all contributions to the Rectors Discretionary
Fund and otherwise to support Orange County ministries in this time of
pandemic.
 outgoing vestry members: Jane Clunie, Dale Games, and Beth Swain
 Charles Thomas for setting out the Memorial Day flags in our churchyard
Congratulations to:
 us for learning how to zoom
 our graduating High School Seniors: Marshall Paisley, Nora Sauers, Felix
Smith, Mac Hays, Toby Mise; and to College Graduate, Jonathan Phillips
 Claire Wright & Dikshant Uperty on the occasion of their marriage on May
20 at the home of her parents, Phyllis & Edward Wright
Recent Hospitalizations:
 Bob Snyder - Bob and Judy welcome your prayers as he recovers; and
 Ed Eastman remains in Hospice care - please continue to hold the Eastmans
in your prayers.
Recent Deaths:
 We extend our sympathy to all who have lost loved ones, friends, neighbors, or colleagues to COVID-19, especially Robert Henry Arnold, Jean
Hachett Arnold, Charles Kirgbaum, and David Boe.
† Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them. †
Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of April 2020 (33%)
Budget Expenses:
2020 Budget
Total Spent
Work Outside the Parish
$84,111
$9,596
Maint. & Improvements
$72,356
$22,917
Clergy-related
$151,523
$48,139
Administrative
$89,342
$28,676
Christian Ed. Program
$54,670
$18,262
Worship-related
$47,839
$15,379
Expenses Total:
$499,841
$142,969
Budget Income:
2020 Budget
Total Received
Plate/Gift Offerings Received
$50,000
$13,935
Pledge Payments
$443,331
$218,395
Other
$23,100
$21,075
Income Total:
$516,431
$253,405

%
11%
32%
32%
32%
33%
32%
29%
%
28%
49%
91%
49%

A Message from
Jennifer Peak:
Dear Friends at St. Matthew’s,
Thank you so much for making my 80th birthday such a happy and memorable occasion.
Your messages and prayers, your
emails and cards filled me with
joy and delight. At this time of
social isolation I felt wrapped in
a warm embrace. I am blessed to
be a part of the St. Matthew’s
family. I look forward to the day
when we will once again gather
together in church. In the meantime, see you on Zoom.
With love and thanks,
Jennifer
And One from

Mary Ann Plambeck:
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
It is always exciting to get
something in the mail besides a
bill or advertisement. Over the
past several weeks I have been
pleasantly surprised by sweet
notes filled with kind word of
encouragement and gratitude.
Thank you!
Be safe. Wear your mask
when you are out. Wash your
hands and remember social distancing.
Mary Ann Plambeck
Vacation Bible School at Home
coming in July!!!!!!!!!

21

Pentecost 3
9a zoom Morning Prayer
11a zoom Godly Play

Pentecost 4
28
9a zoom Morning Prayer
11a zoom Godly Play
7p zoom Women’s Singing
Circle Compline

6:30p zoom EfM
8:30p zoom Compline

14

Pentecost 2
9a zoom Morning Prayer
11a zoom Godly Play

St Peter & St. Paul
8:30p zoom Compline

8:30p zoom Compline

6:30p zoom EfM
8:30p zoom Compline

7

The Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
6:30p ZOOM EfM
8:30p ZOOM Compline

Mon

Trinity Sunday / OCIM
9a zoom Morning Prayer
11a zoom Godly Play

Diocesan Restrictions:
No in-person services through
the month of June

Sun

29

22

15

8

1

30
7:30a zoom Morning
Silence
4p zoom Tea Time
4p zoom Story Time
8:30p zoom Compline

23
7:30a zoom Morning
Silence
4p zoom Tea Time
4p zoom Story Time
8:30p zoom Compline

16
7:30a zoom Morning
Silence
4p zoom Tea Time
4p zoom Story Time
7p zoom Vestry

9
7:30a zoom Morning
Silence
4p zoom Tea Time
4p zoom Story Time
8:30p zoom Compline

2
7:30a zoom Morning
Silence
4p zoom Tea Time
4p zoom Story Time
8:30p zoom Compline

Tue
3

17

4

11a zoom Julian Class
8:30p zoom Compline

11a zoom Julian Class
8:30p zoom Compline

25

18

St Barnabas the Apostle 11
11a zoom Julian Class
8:30p zoom Compline

11a zoom Julian Class
8:30p zoom Compline

Thu

8:30p zoom Compline

8:30p zoom Compline

8:30p zoom Compline

8:30p zoom Compline

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat

SAVE THE DATE
“God’s Good Creation” VBS at Home will be happening in collaboration
with Church of the Holy Family the week of July 13-17th. We are in the
process of shifting everything from in-person to at-home so more details
will follow in the weekly updates. Please RSVP to
kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org and we will save a spot for you!

The Nativity of St John 24
the Baptist
3:30p zoom for Those Who
Live Alone
8:30p zoom Compline

3:30p zoom for Those Who
Live Alone
8:30p zoom Compline

10
3:30p ZOOM for Those Who
Live Alone
8:30p zoom Compline

3:30p zoom for Those Who
Live Alone
8:30p zoom Compline

Wed

27

20

13

6
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Morning Silence

The Summer Matrix or Lack Of One

Morning Silence continues on Tuesday mornings from 7:30 to 8:00 via our Worship Channel on Zoom. Even though we are not physically together, we still find a sense of companionship and common purpose in our mediation. Light a candle and join us! All are welcome.
--Jill Hofler

Since we are not returning to worship in June and the odds of
returning to worship are low for July and August, it didn’t make
sense to make a matrix for the summer. Plus, if we do return, it
will not be with a full cast of characters. So I’m just putting the
readers together on a week by week basis and trying to include
others in the parish, not just the readers on the Rota. Let me
know if you would like to read at one of our zoom services.
--Mary Rocap

Education Building Pictures by
Robert

