St. Matthew’S

News and Views of the Parish of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Hillsborough, NC

September 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
It is late August. The cicada cries have already peaked; some linger on. The days are hot and humid, but
shortening. Fall, and the start of the church year, is nearly upon us.
Even with Covid-19, we are going to celebrate the start of the church year on Sunday, September 13th. I will
preach and offer a Sunday Forum laying out the religious vision for the year ahead: Abiding in Faith, Acting
with Hope, Anchored by Love. Referencing 1 Corinthians 13, this theme articulates our commitment to the
Faith that feeds and inspires, the Hope that sees God’s working through the pandemic and cultural crises of
2020, and our deep stability in Love.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as for
prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an
end…faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. [1 Cor. 13]
The work of September for us as a parish is substantial. We are reconsidering the Ruffin House name.
Working step by step with the whole Vestry, the Vestry Working Group, and in conversation with the parish, this is how our conversation has unfolded and how we plan for the journey ahead:

2001-2019: Several conversations in the parish addressing Thomas Ruffin and our history as a parish
with slaves and slave owners. Public and formal statements from The Rev. Brooks Graebner regarding
his regret of how the building was named, yet deciding to keep the name as a reminder of our history.
 June and July: Renewed question of the Ruffin House Name; RJRC prepares a report advising it’s
change; the Vestry creates a Working Group to receive the report of the RJRC and deliberate on how to
shape the parish’s conversation around this topic.
 July 26: Lisa+ and Robert+ lead a Sunday Forum in which they shared some of the problematic points of
Ruffin’s history and legacy. This was to provide background material for new people to the parish and
remind everyone of Sally Greene’s prior presentations.
 Early August: Initial readings about Ruffin are made available; Robert+ asks for essays from those who
want the Ruffin name preserved. This is to provide room to think and pray as broadly as possible in the
parish.
 August 16: Robert+ leads an Sunday Forum in which he pictures the Ruffin House Reconsideration as a
small sub-project in a much larger calling: to reclaim the whole of our history in a way that allows God to
lead us out into a new way of being church, being a part of the Beloved Community that God is creating
in Orange County. Robert shared his own personal journey into this understanding as as way of showing
the theological and spiritual roots of this vision and around our consideration of the Ruffin House
name.
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August 23: Lisa+ begins a week of prayer and reflection for the parish around the Gospels and around
the question of the Ruffin House name. More essays and written material are made available, representing different responses to the question.
Late August, Early September: The process for the Small Group Reflections on the Ruffin House
name is prepared for and communicated in the parish. Robert+ hosts one or two informal ‘back porch’
events that allow some open, but structured conversation.
Mid to late September: The Small Group Reflections are launched, inviting people to articulate different answers to the Ruffin House question and offer advice to the Vestry.
Early October: Results from the Small Group Reflections are collated, shared with the parish, and given to the Vestry. A possible Vestry decision in October meeting.

This I feel is a comprehensive project. Some may feel it is too slow moving or complex. But we are doing so
much more in it than deciding about the Ruffin House. We are learning, more deeply, how to disagree
with clarity and respect and passion. We are learning how to pray around an issue and allow God to probe
our minds and hearts. We are learning to listen to each other, to understand and appreciate those with
whom we disagree. We are learning how to separate our conversation from the culture wars around us and
to seek God’s will instead. In all this, God is helping us to become a stronger community, more open
about its past, alive in the present — and learning into an unimagined future.
Abide in the Faith, my friends. Act with Hope that God is active now in our lives. Anchor yourselves
strongly in Love.
With thanks for all of you,

A Poem
History is pre-ordained fault;
paradoxes in need of prayer
History is pre-ordained fault; paradoxes in need of prayer.
I hear our morning church bell ring; body, blood, soul, heart,
knells come-on-in… mortals; flesh and bone, life to death,
death to life. Faith is born in agony and wonder. Graves flag
slaughter’s face. Forgive, we come-up short. Let the dead
speak earth’s sorrow. Let this bell chime life-worth a thousand
times. May it clang mourning remembered. History, a fault,
a heavenly hurt, a scar; a son given; bread, wine, remembrance
flesh-formed. Let salvation-as-creation be hammered whole.
--Elon G. Eidenier
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Core Value: Property and Heritage Vestry Cameo
James Charton, Junior Warden
Well its been a very active year for most of the committees that comprise the Property and Heritage Core
Value. The Building Committee led by Jerry Workman oversaw the completion and occupancy approval for
the new Education Building and the Property Committee oversaw the preparation of the Rectory for our
new Rector Robert and his family while responding to and keeping ahead of the general maintenance needs
of St. Matthew’s. We are now working on refitting the 2nd floor offices of the Hayden Building; the final
phase of St. Matthew’s expansion.
The Churchyard Committee oversees the maintenance of the churchyard grounds and evaluates memorial requests. It was revitalized with new energy by the addition of six new members and is currently cochaired by Susan Shelton and Sharon Billings. The committee has taken an active role in preserving the abundant flora of St. Matthew’s and solicited an evaluation of our grounds by the N.C. Forestry Service. The
recommendations detailed in the Forestry Service report established the basis for an ongoing maintenance
program that will begin this summer and be funded by a restricted churchyard fund. The committee also
evaluates proposals for monuments, memorial plantings and benches to be installed in the churchyard.
They are currently finalizing the process for approval.
The Cemetery Committee maintains the burial plot list and assists parishioners who seek to reserve a
final resting place. David Hecht was the sole member of this “committee” before being joined by Vera and
Jim Shanley. The process for identifying and awarding plots has been documented. David also sits on the
Churchyard Committee and there is a concern that there are several available plots that may jeopardize the
health of some of our oldest trees.
The Parish Archives Committee meets every Monday (prior to COVID-19) and is chaired by Elaine
Druesedow. The committee has about ten members and maintains and adds to St. Matthew’s archives. The
group has been nomadic these past two years with the advent of the new Education Building and the rearrangement of parish offices. They will finally have a home in the Hayden Building as part of the 2nd floor
office refitting with a locked closet to house St. Matthew’s archives.
The Fine Arts and Furnishings Committee that oversees the furnishing of St. Matthew’s has been relatively dormant waiting for the completion of the Education Building and the Hayden Building office refitting. The committee has several members and is led by Suzanne Powers. Once the Hayden Building refit is
completed, the committee will work on restoring the Cooke-Lawrence Room and completing the furnishing
of the Graebner Room.
The Junior Warden Society, comprised of current and former Junior Wardens, helps plan larger projects
and has been helpful in planning for major maintenance items such as A/C and roof replacement. The society usually meets once per quarter; however, we were only able to meet once this year and are planning to
meet via Zoom soon.
--Jim Charton

Growing in Christ (Lenten) Fundraiser
Our Growing in Christ class raised over $600 during the 2020 Read-athon! We are amazed at the work and dedication of our young people
and the generosity of the parish in coming alongside them in this work.
While we could not do our annual trip to Orange Congregations In
Mission (OCIM) as a class, we invited families to go shopping as a
household and deliver to OCIM.
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Faith Formation for the St. Matthew’s Family
Faith Formation for the St. Matthew’s Family (all ages) continues this year with monthly intergenerational
programming at 10:15am on the Zoom Worship Channel immediately following Sunday Morning Prayer.
We hope that all members of our parish family--not simply those with young children--will consider joining
us for worship.
 October 4: St. Francis’ Feast Day
 November 1: All Saints’ Day
 December 6: Advent at Home

Children
Join us at 10:15am on the Zoom Meeting Channel for Formation Hour. See below for September’s Program
Offerings
 September 13—Program Year Kickoff
 September 20—Saint Matthew’s Feast Day
 September 27—Cultivating Faith at Home: Home Kit introduction
Register now to receive a kit of Faith at Home materials each month this Fall! You will receive crafts, games,
Bible stories, a weekly devotional and other activities to explore with your household at your own pace each
month. These kits are designed to be intergenerational with a different theme each month. Households may
sign up to receive all four monthly kits or opt to register for only select months.
Subscribe to our children’s formation newsletter for more up to date information throughout the month!
Questions? Email Kim at kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org

Youth
We are trying out a new time for youth group this Fall. Join us biweekly from 4:00pm-6:00pm on the Zoom
Worship Channel for youth group.
 September 13—Program Year Kickoff
 September 20—Confirmation Class: No Youth Group
 September 27—Youth Group
Register now to receive a kit of Faith at Home materials each month this Fall! You will receive crafts, games,
Bible stories, a weekly devotional and other activities to explore with your household at your own pace each
month. These kits are designed to be intergenerational with a different theme each month. Households may
sign up to receive all four monthly kits or opt to register for only select months.
Subscribe to our youth formation newsletter for more up to date information throughout the month!
Questions? Email Kim at kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org

Confirmation
Confirmation Classes (9th grade and above)
this fall will be offered via Zoom on Sunday evenings this Fall from 4 - 6pm, alternating biweekly with Youth Group. Sign-up here. We will be
sending out more information in the coming
weeks!
Fall 2020 Confirmation Dates:
 September 20
 October 4 & 18
 November 1 & 15
 December 6 & 13

Youth Group Kickoff
September 12 from 6-9pm!
We will be hosting an outdoor movie night at St. Matthew’s on Saturday, September 12 for our Youth
Group Kickoff this year. We have a limit of 15 for inperson outdoor gatherings, so if we have more than 15
people RSVP, we will have two movie nights, one on
Friday September 11 with Middle Schoolers and one
on Saturday September 12 from 6pm-9pm with High
Schoolers, both from 6-9pm. The deadline to RSVP is
Friday, September 4th. Follow this link here to RSVP
and find all the information about safety protocols and
guidelines for this gathering.
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Awareness Through Movement
Awareness Through Movement lessons will resume on September 11, 9:30-10:45ish. We’ll explore movement patterns out of gravity; that is, lying on the floor! If you’re interested and concerned about getting up
and down, please contact Betty at bettylwolfe@gmail.com prior to 9/11 to explore options. It will be useful
to have a non-yoga mat surface to move around on, like a sheet or towel, and enough room for arms to be
wide or overhead. A folded towel is preferable for head support if needed. We’ll have fun positioning computer cameras! These gentle, innovative lessons allow you to observe how you move, notice unnecessary tension, and improve your overall coordination. Refreshment for mind, body & spirit!
Class Dates: September 11,18,25 October 9,16,23,30 (no class on 10/2)

Racial Justice and Reconciliation Committee
In the hope that we can entertain as well as educate,
RJRC will be hosting a discussion of the movie Selma on
September 22nd, at 7:30 on the Zoom Meeting Channel. Please join us.
The movie is based on the 1965 Selma to Montgomery
voting rights marches initiated and directed by James Bevel
and led by Martin Luther King Jr., Hosea Williams, and
John Lewis.

Shawl Ministry
While it has been months since we met in person, the members of the Shawl Ministry continue to be
bound by yarn and prayer. Our monthly meetings are on Zoom. Our needles are flying. Our stockpiles of
yarn are dwindling.
If you or if you know of someone who would benefit from a comfort shawl, please contact me. My email
is: neh2357@ hotmail.com.
As always, we would appreciate any donations of yarn to support our ministry with much thanks.
--Nancy Harris

Habitat News
I am writing with an update. Robert will be announcing this in the service this morning as well. Habitat
is opening back up for volunteers and would like to know if our congregations would be willing to help finish up the house on Odie Street for Kimberly & Jonathan. Their construction staff have been working
through the summer but there is still more to do.
Only five people are allowed on the site at a time and only outdoor work using sanitized tools. I am assuming that excludes Habitat staff as they are asking for four to five volunteers from a church for the day -again, I need to get more details but I am guessing that if it's for the whole day then we can split it up into 45 in the morning and another 4-5 in the afternoon. They would like to schedule us for a Saturday in September or October.
If you are interested and potentially available, please let me know--if you know of Saturdays in September
or October that you will not be available, let me know that as well.
I hope that you all are doing well and perhaps even thriving and learning in new ways or strengthening
bonds and skills during this Time of Daily Adaptations. Many thanks for being willing to share with others
the bounty we've been given each in our own ways.
--Ellen McRae
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People News
Thanks to:
 Jeff Hopper for donating his time and effort as Project
Manager for the Hayden Building office refit.
 Bruce Lawrence & miriam cooke for their help in finding
images to go with the readings for our zoom Sunday
Morning Prayer
 Vera Shanley, Mary Ann Plambeck, Rich Harris, Bob Shelton, and Robb Smiley for their interest in becoming
Zoom masters
 and to the many who have taken on hosting of evening
Compline and Morning Prayer: Bartow Culp, Para
Drake, Conrad Fulkerson, Dale Games, Jehanne Gheith,
Anne Harris, Rich Harris, Elizabeth Hays, Jill Hofler, Hayes
Hofler, Bruce Lawrence, Martha McCamy, David
McDuffie, Ellen McRae, Yvonne Petitmaire, Kim Powell,
Sharon Ringwalt, Mary Rocap, Vera Shanley, Steve Hutson,
Blythe Thompson, Betty Wolfe, and Edward Wright
Hospitalizations:
 Rowen Grant is now home receiving care from Jan and
family and other health caregivers
 Bob Snyder continues to be in the hospital at Duke
 Sandra Poffenbarger is now at the Bryan Center, Southpoint recovering from a broken hip
Recent Deaths:
 We extend our sympathy to David McDuffie at the
death of his father, Charles McDuffie; to
 Nancy Lau at the death of her mother, Mary Louse Lau;
to
 the family of Jackie Boada; and to
 all who have lost friends and family members due to
COVID-19.
†Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them.†
Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of July 2020 (58%)
Budget Expenses:
2020 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$84,111
$37,266
44%
Maint. & Improvements
$72,356
$37,632
52%
Clergy-related
$151,523
$84,303
56%
Administrative
$89,342
$48,736
55%
Christian Ed. Program
$54,670
$29,387
54%
Worship-related
$47,839
$24,990
52%
Expenses Total:
$499,841
$262,314
52%
Budget Income:
2020 Budget
Total Received
%
Plate/Gift Offerings Received
$50,000
$21,784
44%
Pledge Payments
$443,331
$295,567
67%
Other
$23,100
$21,075
91%
Income Total:
$516,431
$338,426
66%

Can you help in our children and youth
program? Perhaps Godly Play, Growing
in Christ, Youth Group, Confirmation
Classes, making Faith at Home kits?
Here is a sign-up form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ktBUt07iWRPV5QllJ9LPbqmKj1NKaHthG1ro8F2PRU/edit

The 2020 Fall Parish Directory
We have begun our annual process of updating the parish directory. Have you
moved? Dropped your land line? Changed
your email address? If any of your contact
information has changed in the last year,
please send me an email
(welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org) or
call the church office (919-732-9308). If you
are new to the parish and want to be included, please send me your name, address,
phone numbers, and email address.
We also want to updated the pictures. To
that end, we anticipate setting aside several
Sundays in September following church for
zoom photo sessions.
Thanks for your help!!

ZOOM Masters
Are you interested in helping us out technically as a zoom master on Sunday mornings? We have a small group of people who
have offered, but would like to add to the
team. If this is something you could see
yourself doing, please contact the office.

Intercessory
Prayer
Do you want to
join with others in
Intercessory Prayer? If so, get in
touch with Lisa+
or Robert+.

Mon

6

Pentecost 17
27
9a Morning Prayer (W)
10a Sunday Forum (W)
10:15a Children's Formation (M)
4p Youth Group (W)
7p Women’s “Singing” Circle &
Compline (W)

St Matthew
20
9a Morning Prayer (W)
10a Sunday Forum (W)
10:15a Children's Formation (M)
4p Confirmation Class (W)

Pentecost 15
13
Program Year Begins
9a Morning Prayer (W)
10a Sunday Forum (W)
10:15a Children's Formation (M)

Pentecost 14
OCIM Sunday
9a Morning Prayer (W)
10a Sunday Forum (W)

5:30p Food for All
Gordon Carlson’s Team
8:30p Compline (W)

8:30p Compline (W)

8:30p Compline (W)

Labor Day
8:30p Compline (W)

Zoom WORSHIP Channel (W):
https://zoom.us/j/2782817521
Zoom MEETING Channel (M):
https://zoom.us/j/8648313120

Sun

28

21

14

7

30
8a Morning Prayer (W)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

St Michael and All Angels 29
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
4p Tea Time with Lisa (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

16
8a Morning Prayer (W)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

9
8a Morning Prayer (W)
10a Staff Meeting (M)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

2
8a Morning Prayer (W)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

23
8a Morning Prayer (W)
10a Staff Meeting (M)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

15

8

1

Wed

22
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
4p Tea Time with Lisa (M)
7:30p RJR “Selma” (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
4p Tea Time with Lisa (M)
5p Newsletter deadline
5:30p Food for All / Tilson
7p Vestry (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
4p Tea Time with Lisa (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
4p Tea Time with Lisa (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

Tue

24

17

10

3

8a Morning Prayer (W)
930a Awareness through
Movement (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Morning Prayer (W)
930a Awareness through
Movement (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Morning Prayer (W)
930a Awareness through
Movement (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

Fri

25

18

11

4

6p Youth Movie Night

9:30a Shawl Ministry (M)

Sat

Our Annual Stewardship Campaign
Kicks off in October.

7:30p Adult Bible Study
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Monthly Breakfast
Group (M)
7:30p Adult Bible Study
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30p Adult Bible Study
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30p Adult Bible Study
8:30p Compline (W)

Thu
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26

19

12

5

ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH
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Miniature Living
Homes on Wheels Alliance (HOWA) is a non-profit organization outfitting and donating minivans for nomads in need. With a critical shortage of
affordable and senior housing, this collective of hearty souls is making van
life a respectable living choice. HOWA screens van applicants and gives recipients lessons in basic mechanics and mentoring to succeed in -tiny living.
To provide vans, HOWA holds “build-out” jamborees. Over a two-week period volunteers transform minivans into self-sustainable spaces, equipping
them with solar panels for power, water supply jugs, composting commodes
(aka luggable-loos), low-volt refrigerators or coolers and a bed as comfortable
as yours or mine. Van-dwelling communities typically park on public land
and follow seasonal climes. They strictly observe leave-no-trace rules.
Last spring on the HOWA website I noticed a posting: “No jamborees
this summer due to COVID.” Yet, their applicant list was growing. That got
me thinking. Why not round up a few friends to build a van and donate it?
So in April I contacted HOWA, who gladly accepted my offer. In May I shopped for a van. In June I bought
a 2003 Honda Odyssey. In July we stripped the inside and rebuilt it. In October we will deliver the van to
Pahrump, Nevada, to its HOWA recipient. A live-stream YouTube broadcast of that event is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 14 (YouTube Channel: Cheap RV Living).
To see the van, I will be in the St. Matthew’s lower lot on Sunday, September 20, from 1:30-3:30pm.
Drop by for a masked and socially distanced free tour. Prayers for traveling mercies welcome!
www.HomesOnWheelsAlliance.org
--Robin Arcus
P.S. No, I have never done this before. It just seemed like a good thing to do.

