MORNING PRAYER
PENTECOST 18 / PROPER 22
OCTOBER 4, 2020
OPENING SENTENCE
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians1:2

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER
V: Lord, open our lips.
R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia

THE VENITE
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
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Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE PSALM APPOINTED: Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant
1

The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2
One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3
Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4
Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
5
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its
course.
6
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7
The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11
By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
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Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
A READING FROM EXODUS 20:1-4, 7-9, 19-20
Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the
name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work.
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD
your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor's
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor. When all the people witnessed the thunder and
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled
and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let
God speak to us, or we will die." Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come
only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin."
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 16: The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus
Luke 1:68-79
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
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To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A READING FROM PHILIPPIANS 3:4-14
Even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be
confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as
to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet
whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection
from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly
call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN #424: FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 21:33-46
"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around
it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect
his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally
he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time." Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in
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our eyes'? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken
to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." When the chief priests and the Pharisees
heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON
THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
V: The Lord be with you.
R: And also with you.
Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed by thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven

Amy Peterson
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

COLLECT FOR PROPER 22
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are
not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for Justin the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, Sam and Anne our Bishops with all bishops, priests,
and deacons. We pray for churches in our Diocese especially: St. Mark’s, St. Timothy’s, and
La Iglesia De La Guadalupana in Wilson. We also pray for Pastor Holman and Dickerson Chapel
AME.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray for our President, our Congress,
and our State Government. We pray for the Board of Elections personnel and poll workers
during this voting cycle and for an easing of violence and for the spirit of peace to prevail. We
pray for Justice United and Durham CAN.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. We pray for the Eno River and for the
communities threatened by wild fires on the west coast.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us. We pray for the poor, marginalized, and vulnerable in
Orange County. We pray for work of OCIM that it may continue to provide needed support to
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those in our community. We pray for inmates, first responders, and healthcare workers. We
pray for educators, students, and parents of school-aged children.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray for those in our parish family,
especially: Jackie, Mildred, Katherine, Lois, Tom, Molly, Jim, Rowen & Jan, Bob, Ann, Anne,
Daisy, Tom, Champe, Keyon, Bob, Andy & Barrie, Patrick, Laura, and Sandra.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled, and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

CONCLUDING COLLECT

COMMISSIONING OF CANVASSERS
CLOSING HYMN #400: ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING (VV. 1,4,5,7)
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14

VESTRY CAMEO: ELIZABETH HAYES
SUNDAY FORUM
THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW’S
Sunday (10/4)
OCIM Sunday
Our Annual Stewardship Campaign Begins: Abiding in Faith, Acting in Hope, Anchored by Love
Sunday Morning Gathering (Worship Zoom)
9:00 Gathering on Zoom
9:10 Silence & Music
9:15 Morning Prayer
10:15 Sunday Forum (Worship Zoom) 1st of 3 on Stewardship at 10:15am: Acting with Hope:
Elizabeth Hays and Allison Bass
11:00 St. Francis Day Animal Blessing (Formation Zoom)
4:00pm Youth Confirmation Class (Formation Zoom)
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Monday (10/5):
 Education for Ministry: 6:30pm
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Tuesday (10/6):
 Morning Silence (Worship Zoom); 7:30am Gathering for Silent Meditation
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Wednesday (10/7):
 Morning Prayer (Worship Zoom); 8am
 Staff Meeting (Meeting Zoom); 10am
 For Those Who Live Alone (Meeting Zoom); 5pm / Margaret Brill hosting
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Thursday (10/8):
 Adult Bible Study; 7:30pm led by Charles Thomas and Jack Troxell (contact Hugh Tilson for
Zoom link)
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Friday (10/9):
 Morning Prayer (Worship Zoom); 8am
 Awareness Through Movement (Meeting Zoom); 9:30am, led by Betty Wolfe
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Sunday (10/11)
 Sunday Morning Gathering on Worship Zoom including:

9:00 Gathering on Zoom

9:10 Silence & Music

9:15 Morning Prayer
 10:15 Sunday Forum (Worship Zoom) 2nd of 3 on Stewardship at 10:15am: Abiding in Faith:
Robert Fruehwirth+
 Agape Bread Feast at 6:00pm (Worship Zoom) with St. Titus.
VIRTUAL ANIMAL BLESSING ON SUNDAY AT 11:00AM
On Sunday, October 4, at 11am, all are welcome to attend our Virtual Animal Blessing and
Celebration of St. Francis’ Feast Day. Bring your beloved pets to the Zoom Formation Channel
and be sure to pick up a small jar of Holy Water, available October 2nd-3rd in a basket outside
the Hayden Building.
THE ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN BEGINS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
Our Annual Stewardship Campaign begins this year on October 4 and concludes on November 1.
Your personal pledge packets have been mailed to you directly. Included in your packet is your
Pledge Form and detailed information about the campaign, finances, and programs here at St.
Matthew’s. Your responses are vital to financial planning for the many church programs, staffing
needs, and outreach that enable the gifts St. Matthew’s brings to us and to the community
around us as we reflect on the year’s theme: Abiding in Faith, Acting with Hope, Anchored by
Love.
This year, the annual campaign reaches beyond the financial aspects of holistic stewardship. The
wider mission of stewardship reflects how we care for all the gifts of our lives: our daily lives of

Page 9

faith, the actions that we will take which reflect our hopeful vision and the love we all feel for
our parish, which anchors us to God and to each other. Therefore, this year we are also including
information about non-financial pledges you can make to St. Matthew’s in the pledge packet.
We are a parish of many talents, and we offer you the opportunity to share your time and talent
with us, as well as treasure.
PLEASE MASK UP IF YOU COME INTO ANY OF THE BUILDINGS ON THE CHURCH PROPERTY!!
ORANGE CONGREGATIONS IN MISSION: BEEF STEW
Providing Beef Stew to Orange Congregations in Mission Food’s Pantry is a commitment St.
Matthew’s has made and kept for years now. If each of us brings a can or two, we’ll meet the
monthly goal of 175 cans. We met our September goal. Thank you. October is right around
the corner!! You can bring your donated cans by the church anytime. Drop them in the
basket under the alcove of the Hayden Building or leave them by one of the doors.
ANOTHER AGAPE BREAD SERVICE: OCTOBER 11 AT 6:00PM
Please let Mary know if you want to order the special bread (order by 5:00 p.m. Thursday,
October 8. We will be participating in this service with St. Titus, in Durham. (919-732-9308;
welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org)
BECOMING CHRISTIAN: AN ADULT INQUIRERS’ CLASS BEGINNING SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
The Newcomers and Inquirers’ program — Becoming Christian (at St. Matthew's) — is going to
start soon, on October 18. If you'd like to receive information about this, please send Robert an
email as soon as possible: robert@stmatthewshillsborough.org.
THE 2020 FALL PARISH DIRECTORY
Have you moved? Dropped your land line? Changed your email address? If any of your contact
information has changed in the last year, please send me an email
(welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org) or call the church office (919-732-9308).
If you are new to the parish and want to be included, please send me your name, address,
phone numbers, and email address. Do you want to update your picture? Send me a recent one
as long as it is in a jpeg format. --Mary Rocap
A BOX FULL OF FEST
Over these past months, many of you have wondered about FeST this year. For obvious reasons,
because of Covid, we’re not able to have FeST as we have known and loved it from past years.
But that doesn’t mean we can’t be creative and think outside the box! This year we’re doing just
that- thinking outside the box with the idea of creating FeST-ive Surprise Boxes, filled with small
handmade treasures to go inside.
The vision is to create boxes stuffed full of handcrafted items and home baked goodies that then
would be sold for a set price, ordered ahead of time. What’s inside the box would be a surprise
for whoever purchases one.
But in order to make them, we need your help. We need creative “makers and bakers” of any
kind to sign up to offer to make “treasures” to go in the box. The only requirement is that they
be made in increments of ten (ideally), be home made, and fit in a 16”L 16”W x 5”H box. Please
no donations of store bought items - only handmade.
If you can help, please sign up here by October 15 so we know what would be available to go in
the boxes. The more people interested, the more boxes we can make and the more fun we’ll
have! All proceeds from our FeST-ive Surprise boxes will go towards supporting local outreach in
Orange County, as in past years.
With thanks! Phyllis Wright, Kim Powell, and Lisa Frost-Philips
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FORWARD DAY BY DAY DEVOTIONALS
These booklets ($1), issued quarterly, offer opportunity for daily reflection on the Christian life.
The current booklet runs for August, September, and October. They are on the table of the Ruffin
House foyer if you want to stop by some morning or you can let the church office know and one
can be mailed to you.
OCIM PANTRY HOLIDAY MEALS
The OCIM Food Pantry is preparing for a very busy, difficult and even different holiday season. Due
to social distancing and potential restrictions, they are anticipating that fewer families will be
joining larger family gatherings. This means that many will need OCIM’s help putting a traditional
holiday meal on their table. OCIM is asking their member congregations and community partners to
assist them in this endeavor.

PRAYER LIST
We pray for all who are sick, or in any need or trouble, remembering especially the following
members of our parish family: Jackie Fredericks, Mildred Pruessing, Katherine Nelson, Lois Horn,
Tom Vail, Molly Zaragoza, Jim Fesperman, Rowen & Jan Grant, Bob Morgan, Ann Burdette, Anne
Weaver, Daisy Huffman, Tom Sinn, Champe Davis, Keyon Hutson, Bob Snyder, Andy & Barrie
Wallace, Patrick Craft, Laura Middlebrooks, and Sandra Poffenbarger.
And these others for whom our prayers are desired: Melanie Maupin, Betsy Zaragoza, Gene &
Lillian Thompson, Derek Kendall, Harry Dula, Mathew Thomas, Arnold Thomas, Gail Clifford,
Dorothy Garton, Erin Vaughan, Bob Caldwell, Baylor Pisano, John Charton, Lucy Gradowski, Ken
Foland, Savannah Fonvielle, Colleen Paisley, Ben Mueller, Richard Haase, Linda Saterfield, Chip
Joyner, John Logan, the Spurlocks, the Tuckers, John Thompson, Anna Lawrence & Dan Bass, Fred
Edoughs, Timothy, Gogi, Bob, Laura Merrill, Jeannine Beardslee, Brooke Harnisch & Dan Roberts,
Amy, Evelyne Accad, Amalia, Maddie Powers, Joe & Pat McDonald, and Allie.
We pray for all doctors and nurses, service workers, inmates, and the unemployed. We pray for
educators, students, and parents of school-aged children. We pray for the Board of Elections
personnel and poll workers during this voting cycle.

