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O come, let us worship
PALM SUNDAY (3/28)
 8:00am Palm Sunday Liturgy (inperson; starting in front of the
church) (weather permitting) health
screening form required
 10:00am Morning Prayer (Worship
Zoom)
MAUNDY THURSDAY (4/1)
 6:00pm Agape Meal (Worship
Zoom)
 8:00pm Maundy Thursday Vigil
(church) until midnight
GOOD FRIDAY (4/2)
 Noon Good Friday Liturgy: inperson (Memorial Garden) (weather
permitting) health screening form
required
 Church open from noon to 3:00pm
for Meditation
 7:00pm Tenebrae Service (Worship
Zoom)
HOLY SATURDAY (4/3)
 10:00am Solemn Liturgy for Holy
Saturday in-person (Memorial Garden) health screening form required
 8:00pm The Great Vigil of Easter inperson (weather permitting) health
screening form required
EASTER DAY (4/4)
 7:00am “Sunrise” Service in-person
(Memorial Garden) (weather permitting) health screening form required; Flowering of the Cross
 10:00am Festal Morning Prayer
(Worship Zoom)

In the monastery, the climax of Holy Week came on Good
Friday. After a week of extended prayers in chapel, after a traumatic stripping of the sanctuary on Maundy Thursday, after
keeping vigil in the church that night (imitating the disciples
praying with Jesus before he was arrested), we would observe
the most solemn day of the church year: Good Friday. In the
middle of the liturgy a four-foot crucifix was carried into the
sanctuary, and as the crucifix was unveiled, the Celebrant
would chant “Behold the wood of the cross, on which was
hung the world’s salvation.” The choir would respond “O
come, let us worship.” This was repeated three times, inviting
the monks and nuns to come forward and make an act of devotion at the foot of the cross.
While such liturgies might seem baroque to Episcopalians,
something restorative and healing happens to our souls as we
engage with them. We enact our relationship to God, to Jesus,
to one another, in entirely new ways. We learn in our bodies a
new habit of devotion, of self-surrender and a grateful reception of love. We learn, once again, how to pray and how to be
just in the community of God’s daughters and sons. O come,
let us worship!
This Holy Week, as we glimpse the end of pandemic isolation, I am inviting everyone to attend the unique Holy Week
Liturgies. We are offering these both outside in person and on
zoom for every major day in Holy Week (see the calendar on
the left). I am especially excited to be celebrating with you, in
person, the Great Vigil of Easter, the mother of all Christian
liturgy, at 8pm on Holy Saturday. This is where we will light
the new fire of Easter, recount God’s saving acts through the
Hebrew Scriptures, renew our baptismal vows, and celebrate
the first Eucharist of Easter. Particularly moving this year will
be a candlelit procession through the churchyard, from the
Memorial Garden to the doors of the church. The Rev. Cameron Merrill from Hillsborough United Methodist will be
preaching, and many of his parishioners will be joining us. O
come, let us worship!
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Christian Formation
Easter Festivities for Children and Youth
Easter Egg Candy Donations: Donations of candy, stickers, or tiny toys may be dropped off at Mary Rocap’s
office by Easter Sunday (April 4th).
Hiding Eggs: Youth will meet in the cemetery at 11:00am on Sunday morning April 11th (Easter II) to hide
Easter eggs for the big hunt, which begins at 12:00pm
Easter Egg Hunt: Alleluia, Christ is risen! Join us in the cemetery on the morning of Easter II (April 11) at
12:00pm for the St. Matthew’s Easter Egg Hunt. We will have three different areas of egg hunting for three
different age groups to accommodate Diocesan safety protocols. Nursery children and at least one parent
will meet at the Education Building. Godly Play kids (ages 3-2nd grade) will gather at the south side of the
graveyard. Growing in Christ (grades 3rd-5th) will gather at the north side of the graveyard.
All in person gatherings require a signup and health screening, please note that our max for each age
group is 25. Click here to fill out the screening and sign up for a spot.

Children
Join us Sundays at 10:30am on the Zoom Formation Channel for Formation Hour. See below for April’s
Program Offerings:
 April 4: Easter Sunday: No Programming
 April 11: Growing in Christ and Easter Egg Hunt!
 April 18: Godly Play
 April 25: Growing in Christ

Youth
Movie Night: This month, we will hold another outdoor movie night on Saturday April 24th at 7:30pm.
We’ll be watching 42, a film about Jackie Robinson who is played by Chadwick Boseman. Jackie Robinson
was the first black athlete to play in Major League Baseball. Sign up is mandatory to attend. Click here to fill
out the screening and sign up for a spot.
Movie Discussion: On Sunday April 25th, the Racial Justice and Reconciliation Committee is hosting a discussion with youth of the film on the Formation Channel at 4pm.
Youth Group offerings in April:
 April 4: Easter Sunday: No Programming
 April 11: Youth Group 4:00-5:00pm
 April 18: Youth Group 4:00-5:00pm
 Saturday, April 24: Youth Outdoor Movie Screening of “42”
 Sunday, April 25: Discussion with Racial
Justice and Reconciliation about “42”
Questions? Email Kim at
kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
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Transitions
NO – I am not leaving St. Matthew’s! With many uncertainties surrounding us, it is prudent to ensure continuity in
some significant areas in my life. Yet with many discussions that reflect on how we first proceeded into Covid Land,
and on how we will eventually move out of that exile and back to familiar territory in some form, it is also appropriate
to take another look at transitions.
I wrote an earlier article about transitions for the June 2017 newsletter. In it I described how important musical transitions are at moving from one part of a piece of music to another and drew analogies between music and life. I also noted how the use of musical transitions (typically improvised) assisted in moving from one part of liturgy to another,
thereby applying to liturgical life. At the time I saw transitions as temporary, momentary, and decidedly monodirectional.
In our present circumstances, we seem to be in a perpetual state of transition, both in the sense of “moving on” but
also of returning to something resembling “normal” – familiar but not quite the same. And for many among us, a transition to normal will bring into bold relief that our lives can never be the same due to Covid casualties, particularly
those who lost family members. This transition is anything but straight forward.
Some musical transitions are like that, too. A musical composition’s structure is often described using letters A, B, C,
and so on. In a tripartite structure ABA, the second A could be A-prime (A’) to denote a variation on the first A – similar but not exactly so. To soften the movement from B (which is usually different music entirely from A) to A’, a transition will bridge B to A’ either to decrease the tension generated in B or to heighten the drama of proceeding into A’.
The same will happen with the classical rondo form, where each occurrence of A is slightly different (A-B-A’-C-A’’ etc.),
and transitions from B to A’ or from C to A’’ smooth out the contrast between sections, especially if there is a change
of key (tonal center).
As with music, transitions in life are important, sometimes critical. Using the above musical example, if A represents
the way things were before Covid (represented by B), then A’ is life after Covid – similar but not in every way. The
transition between Covid and life thereafter can lessen the shock of change or the blow of losing situations or habits to
which we became accustomed. We may rejoice at a return to any kind of normal, but some of us will be traumatized at
having lived through such a harrowing experience. Our paying attention to how we transition will determine how well
we can absorb the shock of the immediate past and the continued uncertainty of what lies ahead. The transition helps
to prepare us for the fact that life won’t be the same.
Equally important, transition won’t happen to everyone all at once. Certain life circumstances, whether dealing with
loss of a loved one, lingering Covid symptoms, or deferred vaccination, will mean a delayed or slower return to
“normal” while others may have relatively quick and easy time of it. Transition won’t be completely immediate or easygoing for everyone everywhere. Transition may in fact be its own chapter in our life story, a musical composition unto
itself.
—David Arcus, Director of Music & Organist

Altar Guild News
Easter plans are underway! We could use some support for outdoor church services. Please contact Mary Ann Plambeck
or me. I know we have all been waiting in the wings and I appreciate your patience. The set up is easy; we are down to
one tray and our churchyard is changing by the week! Trees are budding, blooming, flowers are beginning to show
their colors in our outdoor gardens. We have been attending the services and enjoy them so much. We are practicing
social distancing, wearing masks and still limit attendees to 25 people. Eucharist is bread, the candles will not stay lit in
our March “lion” weather, but for those that attend it is a blessing to be present. Last week with The Reverend Bruce
Lawrence we were laughing out loud at his interpretation of the readings. Laughter and joy are just what we need.
Drop by at noon on Fridays. The services are renewing and lovely in the great outdoors! We have been dressed for a
deep chill and enjoyed the healing power of a warm sun depending on the weather of the moment. Welcome to NC
weather!
We will be decorating a bit and celebrating Holy Week with Zoom and several outdoor services! Holy Week is my favorite season of the church year. Come out to one of the in-person offerings or see you on Zoom!
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we are all going to Florida
Robert Fruehwirth
We are all going to Florida,
we call it that
and halfway there
we come off an interstate
our hands praying with a clutch of food
and we slam our front right into a curb,
break half our boxed fragiles
as the car flips and we bend
an axle so bad
we have to get, as we say

Celebrating April Poetry Month
Veronica

Aurora Toennisson

We dare not let the lovely Veronica creep into
our beds.
Named for Christ’s comforter,
She smiles sweetly from ditches and the corners of my garden.
Yet I must play Pilate
And raise my hand
To toss her
Limp
Upon the growing pile of bodies.

a new ride —
And still: always
we are going to Florida,
land of walkers and walk-in-clinics
and seasonal invasions of the young,
of surf shops and locals the exact hue
of apricots on the window sill.
By south Georgia, side panels sag
and our muffler falls
in a constellation of sparks,
a tintinnabulation, as Poe said,
on the road

I do not know who made me judge and jury.
I do not know why this pageant plays out
Again,
And again,
For a thousand generations.
But I pray that another Easter,
I may find her
And have hope for Spring again.

again
but, rearview, we say
now with gravity, philo
— or miso — sophically
“You know—
What?
“You know you can’t
— Can’t what? —
“Take it — It? “Damn it! I say you can’t
take
it
with
you!”

COME A-MAYING-WE-WILL GO
Elon G. Eidenier
Blue bird messengers disappear
into mist. Physical sense simmers
on back burner, before coffee is
poured, beans growl wakeup.

Still, we all find the access road
and grind past dunes and palms,

Wisteria fugues scrape earth, dizzy
organisms fruit all over. Ivory eyes
swarm, exuberance scars soil. A dove’s
soft coo embroiders spring. Lazily,

belching smoke, past taco shops
and a burned out CVS
and then we stoop, bury
your wheels in sand, and leave our chassis
to pyre by rust,
no priest but
pelicans wheel in witness,
cry and turn
above the beach.

robins seemingly from nowhere glow
soft orange. Butterflies flapping above
flowers. Easy to inhale clouds, violets,
crazy dot pasture, ask to be taken home.
Bones become hollow. Mother sings,
opens windows lets violets escape.
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Ode to a Certain Feeling of Optimism

Morning Prayer

Paul Jones
Russell says I shouldn't trust it.
I should know by now.
Soon enough it will let me down:
one more dent in a lovely old car,
a scratch on my favorite glasses,
a friend who doesn't make the right choices,
too much hot sauce, which I love,
but should know the consequences.
"Excess is its own reward," I want
to tell him. "And excess of hope,
can that even exist?" I hope not.
I hope that I can find a way
to share this feeling, to say:
"That next cup of coffee won't be burnt;
it will never need cream or sugar.
That my parents are in a better place;
their late pains having paid their dues.
That they were allowed to enter
whatever afterlife can afford them."•
Here's my certain feeling
of optimism. I want to share it
with all of you. I don't want
to shake it. It stirs in me
like a deep muscle flexing,
each time I can pass it on.

Jill Hofler
Arising from the depth of sleep
I walk over to the window and open the
drapes
Outside the birds are clustering all
around the feeder
And the squirrels are hustling below.
The dog barks at some fascination walking by our house
Or scampering in the yard.
When I get his leash he is ready to go, sitting by the door in
Anticipation of the grand morning walk.
He has senses I can’t even imagine to enjoy the fullness of
the earth.
He pulls me along until he finds something interesting and then I wait for
His investigation to end with a fine lift of
leg.
We walk on and the breeze picks up. It
feels good, and we
Are content to complete our ritual in good
spirits.
Home again, we find coffee and news.
The day begins with hope and thankfulness for the
Gift of life itself. It is all we need.
Thank you Lord,
Amen

Justice United Spring 2021
As many of you may know, during 2020 St. Matthew’s parishioners joined others in Justice United to support mobile home residents in their negotiations with park owners. That work continues, but now JU is pivoting to begin new campaigns. To start that journey, members of JU met virtually for two Relational Meetings in early March. During these meetings, attendees peeled off to chat in groups of two or three, connecting and strengthening relationships between individuals and institutions.
Small group listening sessions are to be held this spring at each Orange County institution involved with JU,
offering members a chance to share what they consider to be issues facing their community. Justice United
has organized two workshops in April to teach leaders how to organize and facilitate a listening session in
their community. JU leadership has asked that five to ten St. Matthew’s members attend a 90-minute training to facilitate these listening sessions. If you are interested in attending one of these trainings, please sign
up using the link below and reach out to Eileen Camp (919-345-7513). Once the trainings are complete,
information about the Listening Sessions will be shared with St. Matthew’s members.
Listening Session Training 1
Tuesday, April 13, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Please Register in Advance Here

Listening Session Training 2
Monday, April 19, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Please Register in Advance Here
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People News
Thanks to:
 The Altar Guild for their faithful service supporting
the Friday noon services.
 The Pastoral Care Team and their care of St. Matthew’s: Vera Shanley, Helen Conrad, David McDuffie,
Regina Webster, Margaret Brill, Ruth Wiley (chaplain)
 All those able to attend the Justice United relational
meetings and hoping to attend the upcoming community listening training in April.
 For those who support our zoom services: readers,
zoom masters, singers, and chanters.
 Many thanks to all who gave so generously to our
OCIM drive in February. We gave over 722 pounds
of formula, diapers, wipes and food – nearly $1,000
in Gerber formula alone. Thank you more than I
can say. Carolyn Parsley.
Congratulations to:
 Julia Sendor & Andrew Huggins at the birth of their
son Caleb Bannister Huggins, born on Thursday,
March 4th. Caleb is the grandson of Liz & Ben
Dowling-Sendor.
 Morgan (Efland) & Justin Pope who reaffirmed their
wedding vows
Recently sick or hospitalized:
 Nancy Harris, Bob Locke, Rich Harris, Marion Horn,
Laura Middlebrooks, Tricia Hill, Joseph Riddick
Recent Deaths:
 We extend our sympathy to the family and friends
of Jackie Fredericks at her death on March 8
†Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon her.†
Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of February 2021 (17%)
Budget Expenses:
2021 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$65,750
$8,518
13%
Maint. & Improvements
$73,694
$12,556
17%
Clergy-related
$154,977
$24,266
16%
Administrative
$91,673
$15,043
16%
Christian Ed. Program
$53,746
$9,994
19%
Worship-related
$49,087
$7,008
14%
Expenses Total:
$488,927
$77,384
16%
Budget Income:
2021 Budget Total Received
%
Plate/Gift Offerings Rec’d
$40,000
$7,604
19%
Pledge Payments
$443,140
$132,708
30%
Other
$21,600
$20,225
94%
Income Total:
$504,740
$160,537
32%

A Note from Jean Bartholomew
Thank you to all for the many warm wishes
and cards for my speedy recovery. They
mean a lot to me and while I undergo about
12 weeks of physical therapy, I will be ever
grateful for them.
—Jean Bartholomew

Movie/Book Recommendations
TV series: Broken, BBC One series, starring
Seán Bean. A moving and excellent British
TV series about a very human and conflicted Catholic priest serving a struggling, blue
collar, urban parish in London.
—Phyllis Wright

More Poetry
Please note that Paul Jones (and Florence
Nash) will be featured in a Burwell School
Poetry Reading on Sunday, April 25th at
3pm.

Racial Justice and Reconciliation
Discussion of the Movie 42
April 25 at 4:00pm
On Sunday April 25th the Racial Justice and
Reconciliation Committee is hosting a discussion of the film “42” on the Formation
Channel at 4pm. The password for the Formation Zoom is “grow.” The whole parish
is invited to this discussion, youth especially. “42,” is the story about baseball player Jackie Robinson, the first black athlete to
play in Major League Baseball, stars Chadwick Boseman, with Harrison Ford in a supporting role. Though criticized for some historical inaccuracies, Jackie Robinson's widow, Rachel Robinson, was involved in the
production of the film and has praised the
end result. Rotten Tomatoes commented, "42 is an earnest, inspirational, and respectfully told biography of an influential
American sports icon."

20
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
5:30p Food for All (Fellowship Hall)
Hugh Tilson’s Team
7p Vestry (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

27
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

26 St Mark the Evangelist
5:30p Food for All (Fellowship Hall)
Gordon Carlson’s Team
6:30p EfM (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

25 Easter 4
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a Sunday Forum (W)
10:30a Growing in Christ (F)
4p Youth Group/RJR Movie
Discussion (F)
7p Women’s Singing Circle (W)

28
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon In-person Eucharist
5p For Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline

21
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon In-person Eucharist
5p For Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline

29
5:30p Food for All (Fellowship Hall)
Sharon Wheeler’s Team
7:30p Adult Bible Study (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

22
4p Care & Discernment (W)
5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
7:30p Adult Bible Study (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

15
8:30a Breakfast Fellowship
Group (M)
5p Newsletter deadline
7:30p Adult Bible Study (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

19
6:30p EfM (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

14
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon In-person Eucharist
5p For Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline

7
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon In-person Eucharist
5p For Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline

18 Easter 3
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a Sunday Forum (W)
10:30a Godly Play (F)
4p Youth Group (F)

13
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

6
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

12
6:30p EfM (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

10:00 Morning Prayer on Worship Zoom

8:00 inn person Holy Eucharist beginning in front of the church

11 Easter 2
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a Sunday Forum (W)
10:30a Growing in Christ (F)
Noon Easter Egg Hunt
4p Youth Group (F)




8
7:30p Adult Bible Study (F)
5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

Thu

5 Office Closed
6:30p EfM (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

Wed

4 Easter Day
7a Sunrise Service (Mem. Gar.)
10a Festive Morning Prayer (W)

Tue
1 Maundy Thursday
6p Maundy Thursday
Agape Meal (W)
8p Keeping Vigil in the Church

Mon

Saturday, March 27 at 10:00 in the Courtyard: Come make palm crosses and palm fronds for our Palm Sunday service.
Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday

Sun

April 2021

30
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

23
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

16
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

9
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

2 Good Friday
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Good Friday Liturgy
in-person (Mem. Garden)
Noon: Church open for
Meditation until 3:00pm
7p Tenebrae Service (W)

Fri

24
7:30pm Youth Movie Night

17

10

3 Holy Saturday
10a Holy Liturgy (Mem. Gar.)
8p The Great Vigil (in person)

Sat
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Adopt a Tree or Gravesite Area
Dear St. Matthew’s,
Your churchyard committee is in need of some assistance.
We have had some very important work carried out this
year in the churchyard to service our magnificent large
trees (pruning and feeding). Also, the fallen tree and many
overgrown Autumn Olive shrubs were removed. It is looking very nice, but there always seems to be some jobs that
need doing because, even though Pelham works very hard,
it is a very large property and needs constant attention.
One of our recent assignments is the removal of the ivy
growing up the trunks of our trees. If this is not done, the
ivy will eventually smother the trees. A small group of us
has been meeting every Tuesday morning at 10am to attack
this issue. Another needed job is the continuing cleaning
of our gravestones which entails spraying the gravestones
from time to time with D-2, an innocuous substance.
Would any of you be able to help us out? We would be
so appreciative. Contact either Susan
(mccartneyshelton@yahoo.com) or Sharon
(shaybill@embarqmail.com) via email. Thank you for your
consideration.
—Sharon Billings and Susan Shelton,
co-chairs of the Churchyard Committee

Faith Connections on
Mental Illness
Hope and Healing Conference 2021: Faithfully Practicing Community Inclusion will be
held on May 6. Because of the current
pandemic, this conference will be a live
webinar virtual event. The keynote speaker will be Father Gregory Boyle, S. J.,
Founder and Director of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, CA, the largest gang
intervention program in the USA. Fr.
Boyle has authored two bestselling books:
Tattoos on the Heart and Barking to the
Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship. He
and Homeboys will relate their powerful
experiences in addressing marginalization,
gang violence and mental health conditions that often lead to hopelessness, violence and incarceration. For additional
information, please contact Hugh Tilson
(tilsonha@icloud.com) or Elizabeth Barber
(elizabetsbarber@gmail.com)

